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	Facts (brief overview)
	Mr. Avni X and his spouse, native of Kosovo, have been issued a visa, valid from 17 to 26 June 2005, by the Slovenian authorities.
On the 1st July 2005, they lodged an asylum application in France at the Prefecture of Rhône-Alpes. The French authorities have placed them under the Dublin procedure since they had a visa delivered by the Slovenian authorities.
On 17 October 2005, they received an order of readmission to Slovenia by Dublin. They appealed against this decision before the Administrative Court of Lyon.
On 10 October 2006, the Administrative Court of Lyon rejected their appeal. They appealed against this decision before the Administrative Court of Appeal of Lyon.



	        
	Decision & Reasoning
	One of the questions raised in this case was whether an expired visa could justify the readmission of asylum seekers to the country which had issued the visa.
In order to answer this question, the Administrative Court of Appeal of Lyon refers to article 9 of the EC regulation n°343/2003 of 18 February 2003 called Dublin: the Member Sate which issued, the asylum seeker, with one or many visas which have expired less than six months previously, enabling him actually to enter its territory, is responsible for the examination of his asylum application.
In this case, the visas issued by the Slovenian authorities have expired only 5 days prior to the moment the asylum application was lodged by Mr Avni X and his spouse in France. The responsibility of the Slovenian authorities was consequently justified.


	
	Relevant extracts from the judgement
	… Pursuant to the provisions of point 4 of article 9 of this regulation, the Member Sate which issued, the asylum seeker, with one or many visas which have expired less than six months previously, enabling him actually to enter its territory, is responsible for the examination of his asylum application as long as he has not left the territory of the Member States….
…have been issued a visa by the Slovenian authorities, valid from 17 to 26 June 2005, and that the asylum application that they lodged in France for each one of them on 1st July 2005 falls within the competence of Slovenia, pursuant to the provisions of point 4 of article 9 of the above-mentioned regulation;
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	Dublin regulation’s legal provisions applicable 
	Article 9.4 of the Council regulation N°343/2003 EC of 18th February 2003
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	Article 3

	
	Entry and residence of foreigners and asylum right code
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